Introduced by Council Members Johnson and W. Jones:
RESOLUTION 2008-1109
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND COMMENDING BILL WHITE, PUBLIC DEFENDER FOR THE FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Bill White grew up in north Florida and attended local public schools, receiving a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Political Science from the University of Florida and a Juris Doctor Degree from the University of Florida, College of Law; and


WHEREAS, Bill White’s lifelong mission of public service began in the United States Navy and continued with thirty-four years in the Office of Public Defender for the Fourth Judicial Circuit, where he served Duval, Clay, and Nassau counties by protecting the constitutional and statutory rights of all citizens through the effective legal representation of court-appointed clients in criminal cases and limited civil trial court proceedings; and


WHEREAS, Mr. White was appointed Chief Assistant Public Defender in 1976 and was elected Public Defender in 2004, and his estimable tenure is marked by administrative skill combined with compassion, justice, honesty, and integrity; and


WHEREAS, Mr. White is a member of the Florida Bar, the Jacksonville Bar Association, the United States District Court for the Middle District of Florida, the United States Court of Appeals (5th Circuit), the Florida Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, and the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, and he has ably chaired and participated in numerous task forces, committees, and subcommittees while earning recognition and such honors as the National Legal Aid and Defender Association’s Defender Services Award, which is the highest national honor given to an assistant public defender, the Florida Public Defender Association’s Outstanding Service Award and its President’s Award, and being named 2006 Exemplary Volunteer Mentor for Kesler Mentoring Connection; and


WHEREAS, in addition to his professional duties, Mr. White has also devoted considerable time and effort for the benefit of this community through involvement with the Fourth Circuit Pro Bono Committee, Take Stock in Children, Communities in Schools-Duval County, Florida State Employees Charitable Campaign, I. M. Sulzbacher Center for the Homeless, and the Duval County Homeless Coalition; and

WHEREAS, Bill White will be vacating the position of Public Defender for the Fourth Judicial Circuit in January, 2009, and the City Council desires to express its deep appreciation for his faithful commitment to this community; now, therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby recognize and commend Bill White, Public Defender for the Fourth Judicial Circuit.

Section 2.

The City Council does further thank Bill White for his dedicated service to the Consolidated City of Jacksonville and its citizens, wishing for him all manner of happiness and success in all his future endeavors.

Section 3.

This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared by:
Richard W. Campbell
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